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Dear Alumni 

On 15 December 2017, the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse 

presented the final report to the Governor-General, detailing the culmination of a five-year inquiry 

into institutional responses to child sexual abuse and related matters, by Justice Peter McClellan. 

The Western Australian Minister for Education subsequently released new Standards for Non- 

Government Schools which came into effect on 1 July 2018, including significant changes relating to 

preventing and responding to child abuse, specifically to address grooming, annual training 

requirements, staff code of conduct and complaints processes. 

Whilst Penrhos College was not mentioned in the report of the Royal Commission, recent contact 

with the College regarding historical events would indicate that we need to be proactive in reaching 

out to our community. 

In close collaboration with the Uniting Church and in line with our absolute commitment to the 

wellbeing of our students, past and present, Penrhos College wishes to invite any member of our 

Alumni who may consider they were treated inappropriately in this context during their time as a 

student at Penrhos College, to come forward. This invitation is in the spirit of acknowledgement and 

healing. 

The safeguarding of our students is of paramount importance to the Penrhos College community 

and the successful development of future strategies for preventing and responding to child abuse is 

dependent on our enduring culture of openness, transparency and mutual support. 

Information offered by any member of our Alumni who wishes to share any experience of this 

nature will, of course, be treated with the utmost sensitivity and in absolute confidence. Please be 

encouraged to contact me or alternatively Cindy Gorton, Church Safe Officer for the Uniting 

Church, Western Australia: 

melvim@penrhos.wa.edu.au 

cindy.gorton@wa.uca.org.au 
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Further information regarding the National Redress Scheme may be obtained by following the links: 

 

unitingchurchwa.org.au/uniting-church-centre/safe-church/interim-redress 

 

www.nationalredress.gov.au 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Meg Melville 

Principal, Penrhos College 
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